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Sangita Sigdyal with MicroCredit Summit

Campaign addresses an inquisitive audience during the
Empowering Women Entrepreneurs conference held at
The Crossings November 30 — December 1, 2007.
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Austin Women Entrepreneurs CAN Make a Difference
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my time...but, if you are coming because your

liberation is bound up with mine, then let us
work together.” This is a quote from an Indigenous
Leader which truly depicts the essence of the Em-
powering Women Entrepreneurs conference, held
at The Crossings in December. The Crossings
teamed with the Empowering Women Entrepre-
neurs Alliance for a two-day
educational and networking
event for Empowering Women
Entrepreneurs (EWE), held at
The Crossings Leadership Re-
treat Center (LRC). The EWE
conference, which was produced
by FLOW, an organization co-
founded by John Mackey, CEO
of Whole Foods Market, and Mi-
chael Strong, was dedicated to
liberating the entrepreneurial
spirit for good.

“Our purpose this weekend
is focusing on women entrepre-
neurs in developing countries...
not about us doing something for them but com-
ing together,” stressed Jeff Klein, executive direc-
tor and chief activation officer for FLOW.

FLOW is a non-profit corporation promoting en-
trepreneurial initiatives that focus on the goals of

I F YOU ARE COMING TO HELP ME, YOU ARE WASTING

¢\Women | met at EWE
over the weekend said
they were feeling inspired,
renewed, refreshed.
Whatever it is about
women entrepreneurs
making the world a better
place...it's certainly
contagious, joyful,
energizing and ‘Wow!" ??

sustainable peace, prosperity and happiness for all,
in our lifetime. FLOW advances its mission through
its educational programs (Empowering Women En-
trepreneurs, Peace Through Commerce, and Con-
scious Capitalism) and through publishing.

The co-sponsored interactive conference il-
luminated the importance of supporting women
entrepreneurs in developing countries to help al-
leviate poverty. One fascinating
way of doing so is through mi-
crofinance. This is a term for
the practice of providing finan-
cial services, such as credit,
savings and insurance, in small
amounts, frequently less than
$100 (U.S.).

Microfinance and the Wom-
en’s Economic Empowerment
movement are gaining popular
recognition as keys to peace
and prosperity. Michael Strong,
co-founder and chief visionary
officer of FLOW stressed, “We
are committed to elevating
awareness of the issue of women’s economic em-
powerment to a level comparable to that of global
warming and AIDS, with resultant attention and
resources directed towards supporting women

See EMPOWERING WOMEN ENTREPRENEURS on page 26

— Phyllis Blees

How Austin Women Entrepreneurs
Can Make a Difference Globally

1. Entrepreneurs, mentors and volunteers interested
in supporting the development of a women-led
remote services industry in Bulgaria as a pro-
woman legacy of the 5™ World Women’s Confer-
ence in Sofia 2010. Contact Austinite Michael
Strong, michael @flowidealism.org.

2. View, support and purchase gorgeous products
from Austin-based and other organizations making
a difference and empowering women micro-
entrepreneurs in the developing world in their
quest for self-sufficiency by visiting Austinite Lila
Igram’s ConnectHer at http://connecther.ning.com

3. Individuals interested in alleviating poverty in
Bangladesh by building professional relationships
with budding Bangladeshi women entrepreneurs,
visit Austinite Sara Siddiqi of Experience Bangla-
desh, http://www.experiencebangladesh.com/.

4. Support a Maverick education for a budding
woman entrepreneur at Diane Carroll's Maverick
Center, http://www.maverickcenter.com/.

5. Work with Austin-based microfinance organiza-
tions The Whole Planet Foundation, http://www.
wholeplanetfoundation.org/, or Discover Hope,
http://discoverhopefund.org.

See GLOBAL DIFFERENCE on page 26
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EMPOWERING WOMEN ENTREPRENEURS from page 24
entrepreneurs and advancing a global women’s eco-
nomic empowerment movement.”

Sangita Sigdyal, deputy director of the Micro-
credit Summit Campaign, spoke about how her
organization brings practitioners, donor agencies,
government leaders and other stakeholders to the
table to forward the movement. Hopefully, by con-
necting to this campaign, local woman entrepre-
neurs can participate in this global effort to em-
power women and families.

Austin women entrepreneurs can also connect to
the Whole Planet Foundation, a local nonprofit estab-
lished by Whole Foods Market, that provides grants
to microfinance institutions in Latin America, Africa
and Asia. These institutions then develop and offer

RIGHT: Claudia Conner
(holding microphone) with Big [
Austin, speaks to the group.

FAR RIGHT: (L to R)

Claudia Conner with

Big Austin joins Dawn Davies of
The Crossings and Maura Rehfus
with Deep in the Heart of Texas
during the 2-day Empowering
Women Entrepreneurs
conference at The Crossings.

microenterprise loan programs, training and other
financial services to the self-employed poor.

Whole Planet Foundation, partnering with 2006
Nobel Laureate Muhammad Yunus and others, is
planning to launch an Austin Leadership Network
in 2008 which will provide women entrepreneurs
and others a chance to get involved in the mission
and help plant seeds of economic prosperity
around the globe through microlending.

The EWE interactive conference included pre-
sentations, discussions not only on microfinance
but also economic freedom and entrepreneurial
culture. These three components are viewed as
the three principal elements of the women’s eco-
nomic empowerment system.

See MAKE A DIFFERENCE on page 86
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GLOBAL DIFFERENCE from page 24

6. Sign up to sponsor or host a speaker on the topic
of Empowering Women Entrepreneurs (EWE), by
going to http://www.riseaustin.org/

. Contact Big Austin, http://www.bigaustin.org/,
for local micro-entrepreneurs to support by
purchasing their products and services, mentor-
ing them, financing them, or otherwise helping
the mission of Big Austin.

. Austin female (and male) students can enter the
Social Innovation Competition at the RGK Center
for Philanthropy & Community Service right here
in Austin contact Heather Alden at
heather.alden@mail.utexas.edu.

. Buy products made by microentrepreneurs in the
developing world from Surevolution,
www.surevolution.com, Economic
Development Imports, www.edimports.com,
World of Good, www.worldofgood.com, or Ten
Thousand Villages Austin store,
www.tenthousandvillages.com.

For more information on 74e Crossings, go to
www.thecrossingsaustin.com.

Collective experti

ATTENTION FEMALE ENTREPRENEURS
Are you serious about breaking the $1,000,000 barrier?

Only 3% of women owned businesses in the USA gross $1M or more in revenue
‘We're passionate about changing that statistic. Find out what it takes.
Launch Austin Business Development presents
8 Weeks to a Wildly Successful Business
A Small Commitment = HUGE Results!
Now accepting applications for upcoming sessions

It's easy to apply: Call 512-219-0996 and schedule an interview
or visit www.launchaustin.com and complete an application online

8 Weeks to a Wildly Successful Business

- Innovative Strategies to p
. Funding Optior
and how o obi

ur campany for growth

i Alliances amld Coalitions

nding you necd ta grow
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Lunchtime meeting - meets weekly for awéekn.
Call 219-0896 or email amy@launchaustin.com

For those who want to actively invest or learm
Call 219-0996, or email jerri@launchaustin.com

For the business owner who wants an advisory

The NAWBO ( National Association of

Upcoming Events and Programs
8 Weeks to a Wildly Successful Business:

for more information
Full-circle Investment Group;

about the process, Lunchtime meeting,
11:30 - 1:00, once per month.

Launch Austin Advisory Board Formation:

board for mentorship and support.
Free Brown Bag Luncheon to introduce this
opportunity. Call 219-0996 or email
amy(@launchaustin.com

Coming soon!

Women Business Owners) Greater
Austin Chapter is now in formation.
Call 329-0108 or email
cynthia@launchaustin.com




Wednesday, February 27, 2008
10:00 AM — Informal Networking
10:30 AM - 1:30 PM — Accelerated Networking™ Event
Sandra Yancey, Founder & CEO of eWomenNetwork, will
be your personal Femtor® as she takes you through a profound
paradigm shift grounded in reality-based tips, techniques and
strategies for growing your business!
You'll walk away with:
New considerations for how to engage others in your dreams while
helping them achieve theirs!
Ideas for identifying the critical people you need to surround yourself
with who are dream builders.

Eye opening insights for how to attract new customers and referrals.

Westwood Country Club Austin
3808 W. 35th Austin, TX 78703

Prior to Feb 22, $55.00 ($45.00 for e WN Members)
Late registration, begmmng Feb. 22, $65.00 each for all registrants

@ network.com . @ @
Connecting and promoting women and their businesses

Contact
Monica Benoit-Beatty,
Managing Director
512-689-3464
MonicaBB@eWomenNetwork.com

There is a book W&élekmwwa;dwfofg g‘
Solomon. This book is believed to be written, by the great
Kufﬁ Solomons It is a poenw #lw& There are dtﬁ‘wmf

iwetatwu reqarding this passage; one being it is an
alleqory Lf a love aﬁuf Jews from ancient times
be&ém the love relationship represented, the love
between.  Gods and, his  chosenw people.  Andther
interpretation is 5)/ Christians who believe it represents
the love between Christ and the Church. I believe in
both I believe God used Solomon to write this story as an.

W#Mjreatlouaﬁrmum

foﬁtg zr/’ Solomon, 2:4 says, “He brouﬁ/tt me to the
uetmﬂham&md«/wbmwommmlow

W/w&wb picture. qodmu‘afmto/m/wmaﬁr
wbwwmt/t&mle&wh&plawomowdzwu
love. tHe wants the universe to know-that we, mankind,
are his love. T am his beloved. You are his beloved.

Be encouraged, today, if this Valentine’s Day finds you
without that special someone, please do not despaiv. God,
loves you and, he wants the universe to know: tis banner
over you is love.

v
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EXPOSING SILENT RACISM from page 21
When I was ready to start work on
my dissertation, [ remembered those
workshops and thought it would be
interesting to study racism in white
women who are not expected to be
racist. A few people thought I was
nuts to study that - they thought bla-
tant racism was more important. It
turns out that what I was tapping
into - silent racism in well-meaning
white people - is very important be-
cause silent racism accounts for
much of the institutional racism that
produces racial inequality.

Silent Racism has been very well
received in the black community. I
did a workshop in Houston in Au-
gust at the Center for Racial Healing,
and the audience (about half black,
half white) was very excited about
the ideas in the book. Forty people
attended the workshop, and the cen-
ter sold 40 copies of Silent Racism.

Dr. Sherri Benn, director of Multi-
cultural Student Affairs at Texas
State, has been very enthusiastic
about my work. After reading the
book, she invited me to speak at the
Leadership Retreat for Texas State
minority leaders.

My goal is to get well-meaning
white people to think differently
about racism, to stop denying that
they occasionally have racist
thoughts, and that those thoughts
may occasionally slip out or influ-
ence a decision they make. This is
not easy to do because we are so
used to thinking that racism is al-
ways hateful.

I would say that it’s NOT too late!
I remember one of my sisters saying
that she was very concerned when I
decided to move to Austin after I fin-
ished the Ph.D. (remember, I was 56
at the time). I had no job, but I want-
ed to live in Texas. I couldn’t find
any teaching positions in the area at
the time, so I signed up for a six-
week course at the Entrepreneur As-
sociation on how to start your own

business. I figured that if I didn’t
find an academic position, I could
become a diversity trainer.

About halfway through the course,
Ifound out about a one-year teaching
job at Texas State (Southwest Texas at
that time). Eventually a tenure-track
position opened up, and I was able to
get it as well. I have never felt that my
age worked against me. x

MAKE A DIFFERENCE from page 26

Joyce Beck, co-founder and owner
of The Crossings, who attended EWE
and thoroughly enjoyed the experi-
ence, stated, “The Crossings was lit-
erally created to hold workshops and
conferences like EWE. It was infor-
mative; provided opportunity for
networking; inspiring; and most im-
portantly, it was a statement of en-
couragement and challenge to wom-
en entrepreneurs in Austin, our
nation, and world, to get directly in-
volved in making our world more
sustainable and peaceful.” She add-
ed, “The Crossings’ mission is to in-
spire individual and organizational
transformation. The EWE conference
resonated indeed with our mission.
Thank you, FLOW.”

The LRC is an extension of The
Crossings’ philosophy for promoting
wellness and sustainability to meet
individual needs as well as those
of organizations. Programs offered
through the LRC, including the EWE
conference, help both individuals
and organizations manage impor-
tant changes and accomplish organi-
zational transformations in order to
achieve targeted goals.

“We were excited to collaborate
with FLOW to offer the Empowering
Women Entrepreneurs conference at
The Crossings’ Leadership Retreat
Center,” Ken Beck, co-founder and
owner of The Crossings, said. “Our
mission includes providing people
with resources for promoting long-
term sustainability, which is reflected
in this cutting-edge event that brings
people together to inspire change.”

When women were asked why
they attended the conference, they
uniformly answered: “because they
wanted to know how to have a global
impact.” This resonated well with
Phyllis Blees, principal partner of
Law Offices of Philomena Blees, who



Whole Body Studio

skincare | massage | eyelash extensions | waxing

Wondering what to do for your loved one on Valentine’s Day?
Treat them to a relaxing Cocoa-Aromatherapy Massage,
Decadent Chocolate Fondue Body Wrap, Warming Cocoa
Facial, or our Chocolate Mint Souffle Foot Treatment.

VALENTINE'S DAY SPECIALS

Getting ready for the biggest date night of the year? Make your
waxing appointment with Whole Body studio and receive 10%
off all waxing services through the month of February.

Jewelry by Lisa Crowder and Art by Brian Whisenhunt.

512.472.1148
Whole Body Studio

(near Downtown and West Austin)

1619 West 6th Street | Austin, Texas 78703
www.whole-body-studio.com
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